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arise and utter some noble saying; and wliat wonder
if lie thought it came straight from highest heaven ?
It "was not without a sore struggle that he convinced
himself of his own inspiration; but once admitted, the
conviction grew with his years and his widening
influence for good, and nothing then could shake his
belief that he was the literal mouth-piece of the All-
Merciful. When a man has come to this point, he
cannot be expected to discriminate between this saying
and that. As the instrument of G-od he has lost his
individuality; he believes God is ever speaking through
his lips; he dare not question the inspiration of the
speech lest he should seem to doubt the Giver.

Yet there must surely be a limit to this delusion.
There are some passages in the Koran which it is
difficult to think Mohammad truly believed to be the
voice of the Lord of the Worlds. Mohammad's was a
sensitive conscience in the early years of his teaching,,
and it is hard to think that it could have been so
obscured in later times tbat he could really believe in
the inspired source of some of his revelatioiis^JSe
may have thought the commands they conveyed neces-
sary, but he could hardly have deemed them divine.
In some cases he could scarcely fail to be aware that
the object of the " revelation " was his own comfort
or pleasure or reputation, and not the major Dei gloria,
nor the good of the people.

The truth would seem to be that in the latter part
of his life Mohammad was forced to enlarge the limits
of his revelations as the sphere of his influence in-
creased. From a private citizen of Mekka he had